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And an angel of Hashem called to him from heaven, and said,
“Avraham! Avraham!” And he said, “Here I am.” (Bereishis

22:11)
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E HAVE A TRADITION that when leining this parsha,

one should pause between the two times Avraham’s

name is mentioned, and that is why a pesik, a vertical line, ap-

pears in that location in our printed Chumashim. By contrast,

it the passuk, mn an‘nwp nwp 08N - “and [G-d] said,

‘Moshe, Moshe,” and he replied, "Here I am'” (Shemos 3:4),
there is,no pesik between Moshg’s names.

Rav Chaim Volozhiner (Nefesh Hachaim 3:13, Likutei Ma'a-

marim 14) quotes the Zohar (Parshas Naso, 138a; Parshas Balak

187b; see also Midrash Rabbah, Shemos 2:6), which distinguishes

| { between the pauses between the double mentions of Avraham's

(f

and Yaakov's names (Bereishis 46:2) and that of Moshe Rabbeinu.
Rav Chaim Volozhiner explains that in shamayim, there exists an
image of each person according to the potential he possesses,
one that corresponds to the essence of his neshamah. Whenever a
name is repeated, the first time the name appears refers to the
abstract potential that exists for that individual in shamayim,
whereas the second mention of the name corresponds to the
actual person. The pesik between the two names of Avraham re-
flects the idea that Avraham, as great a tzaddik as he was, did not

je\completely fulfill his potential; there remained a gap between

the two forms of Avraham’s persona. Moshe Rabbeinu, on the
other hand, is the only person who reached a level that matched
his absolute potential.

Along the same lines, the Radak comments on the passuk,

; % "1 72p Awn - “Moshe, servant of Haghem™ (Yehoshua 1:1), that the

term “eved Hashem” should be undefsto'od to indicate the same
relationship as a servant to his human master. In regard to the

acquisitions of an eved, Chazal”teach, 31 mp 71y pw an -

“Whatever a slave acquires, his master automatically acquires”

N (Pesachim 88b). Moshe is described as an eved because his entire

life was dedicated to the service of Hashem. He led his life for
the sole purpose of the performance of mitzvos. He gave him-
self over to Hashern and belonged fully to Him. This is similar
to, Rashi’s comment on the passuk, ayn 9% Wn M nen T ~

9 {“Moshe descended from the mountain to the people” (Shemos

1

(4

19:14). Moshe did not attend to his own business, but rather
went directly from the mountain to the people.

This attitude is not only reserved for tzaddikim. Hashem
desires that all of us be gvadim, D12y YN1w* 12 %9 9 - “For Bnei
Yisrael are servants to Me” (Vayikra 25:55). Hashem desires that
we all realize our full potential.

The Torah describes the dream of Yaakov Avinu in which a
ladder stretched from the earth to the heaven, DPYR NS Mam
13-010 o - “and behold, angels of G-d were ascending
and descending on it” (Bereishis 28:12). Chazal were troubled
by this vision. If the malachim live in shamayim above, they
should have first descended and only afterward ascended the
ladder to return to shamayim. Why does the Torah describe
the opposite - that the malachim first ascended and only then

>’l descended?
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One of the answers of the Midrash (Bereishis Rabbah 68:12, |
recorded in Chullin 91b) suggests that the malachim ascended to ‘
shamayim and gazed at nbyn Y U1 - the image of Yaakov
above. Yechezkel HaNavi (1:4-11) relates in his vision of the

Merkavah (the Heavenly Charidt) that he saw four chayos who @
bore the Merkavah. Each of the chayos had four faces ~ a human

¥ e , Y
face, a lion’s face, an ox's face, and an eagle’s face - and accord- /)

ing to Talmudic tradition, the face of the human was in the

image of Yaakov Avinu (Rashi).

- Thus, the Gemara explains-that the malachim first ascended -+

and then descended and gazed at mon 5w upwT - the image of

Yaakov below. They'were so disappointed to see that Yaakov

was sleeping that n'n2ob wa - “they wished to harm him.” The

Yaakov they saw on earth did not compare to the image above;

Yaakov was not fulfilling his potentiall A man with such ex-

\¢ ceptional talent, with such promise, was wasting his time
sleeping? He should be learning; he should be doing some-
thing productive! [Perhaps the malachim were not aware that
he had just been learning for fourteen years in the yeshivah of
Shem v'Ever] According to this explanation, the next passuk,

a4 oY 233 1 mm - “And behold, Hashem was standing over him”
(Bereishis 28:13), does not mean at Hashem was standing ,
“over it” - meaning, over the ladder - blgf rather “over him,” to j
protect Yaakov from the malachim:

Some people fulfill their magifum potential by learning

Y4y only five minutes a day; they cannot do more than that. How-
ever, if a person has greater capability, he has an obligation to
live up to his 1p»r mnt. One who fails to realize his potential
is required to do feshuvah, not so much for a particular aveirah
he committed, but rather, for the wasting of his talents and

‘3! kishronos. :



